
Conondale Range Great Walk
Located in the upper Mary Valley area west of the Sunshine Coast, the Conondale Range Great 
Walk showcases the rugged natural features of Conondale Range. The circuit track of approximately 
56km passes through heavily forested valleys and ridges in Conondale National Park and 
Kenilworth Forest Reserve.

The area is visually spectacular with landscapes from valleys and deep gorges to mountain outlooks 
on the top of the range. The Great Walk winds through rainforest and tall open forests, past 
tranquil creeks and cascading waterfalls, to magnificent view points including the Mount Allan  
fire tower.G
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The area has a rich natural and cultural 
history and is being increasingly sought 
out as a ‘clean, green’ alternative to the 
popular coastal holiday destinations.

The main track entrance is within an 
hours drive from the Sunshine Coast and 
a two hour drive from Brisbane. It is only 
accessible by high clearance 4WD due 
to changes in water levels and erosion 
of creek crossings. Without major 
roadworks this will not change.   

Local towns within a 30 minute radius 
include Kenilworth, Maleny and Imbil. 
Existing roads and trails provide the 
opportunity to develop walking links to 
some of these townships.

What are Great Walks?
The Great Walks of Queensland is a 
State Government initiative to develop 
a series of extended walks that will 
provide visitors with new and exciting 
ways to explore Queensland’s natural 
areas as well as provide future  
economic and commercial opportunities 
for the regions.

After successfully building and opening 
six Great Walks from 2004–2007, 
the Department of Environment 
and Resource Management (DERM) 
has developed an additional four 
Great Walks that highlight more of 
Queensland’s most valuable natural 
assets — our parks and forests. These 
walks are Carnarvon, Conondale Range, 

Cooloola and the Whitsunday Ngaro Sea 
Trail. The additional Great Walk were 
built and opened from 2008 to 2010. 

The Conondale Range  
Great Walk
Walkers will be able to take a break from 
modern life and really get back to nature  
on this walking experience that offers a 
range of options from half-day walks to 
the full four day, 56km Great Walk.

The Great Walk begins in the lowland 
at the Booloumba Creek day-use area 
where water flows crystal clear over 
a pebbled creek bed. From here the 
track ascends up and along spectacular 
gorges to the tall, wet forests of the high 
country, before returning through more 
open forested areas.

Three low-key walkers’ camps along the 
Conondale Range Great Walk cater  
for six individual tent sites, separated 
into nodes, each with platform seats. 
Untreated drinking water and a toilet 
are provided at each camp. Open fires 
are not permitted. Camping site use is 
managed by DERM.

Campers at Booloumba Creek camping 
area are able to take a day walk along 
sections of the track. Day walkers can 
also find accommodation nearby in 
caravan park, bed and breakfast and 
hotel/motel style accommodation.



Disclaimer:
The materials presented in this fact sheet are 
distributed by the Department of Environment 
and Resource Management for information only.

Track notes
Booloumba Creek section
The major track entrance facility is located 
at the Booloumba Creek day-use area 
where the Great Walk starts and finishes. 
Essential orientation, safety and minimal 
impact information is provided at this 
point, as well as information on the area’s 
natural and cultural values. This area 
provides low-key, vehicle-based camping 
nearby and day-use facilities beside the 
creek including toilets and barbecues and 
a number of short-walk opportunities.

The first section leads from Booloumba 
Creek day-use area along the banks of 
Booloumba Creek, via rock cascades 
and pools to the iconic Booloumba Falls 
Lookout. The Great Walk continues on to 
the Wongai walkers’ camp.

Mount Gerald – Peters Creek section
The second leg climbs steadily, beside 
trickling streams and forested ridges to 
Mount Langley, the highest point of the 
Mary and Brisbane River catchments.  

The track continues through rainforest 
in the high country to the Tallowwood 
walkers’ camp in the headwaters of Peters 
Creek. Along the way walkers can catch 
glimpses over the Conondale Range to the 
distant coastline.

Peters Creek – Summer Falls section
The third leg of the Great Walk winds 
through rainforest in the Peters Creek 
catchment area before crossing Sunday 
Creek Road and descending through more 
open forest along Summer Creek. Aptly 
named, Summer Falls walkers’ camp is 
located in an area that provides an easy 
access point to the dramatic Summer Falls.

Mount Allan – Booloumba  
Creek section
The final leg continues through the 
northern open forest country, ascending 
Mount Allan. Walkers are able to climb 
the Mount Allan fire tower for extensive 
360 degree views over the Conondale 
Range and beyond. This provides a 
unique opportunity to visually retrace the 
Great Walk route and place the walking 

experience into perspective within the 
broader landscape. The old fire tower  
is a legacy of the forestry era and  
culturally significant. The 5.5km (one-
way) section of completed track linking 
Booloumba day-use area with Mt Allan is 
open to walkers.

Consultation
An ongoing consultation process was 
undertaken with the Conondale Range 
Committee, Sunshine Coast Bushwalkers 
Club members, local councils, local 
Chamber of Commerce, Forest Plantations 
Queensland, local educational facilities 
and key neighbours. 

Indigenous groups with cultural 
connections to the area were involved in 
the early planning stages to ensure the 
Great Walk’s construction and operation 
did not impact on the cultural heritage 
values of the area.

Feedback was invaluable in developing a 
draft concept track that featured the very 
best of the Conondale Range.

For further information
Visit us online at <www.derm.qld.gov.au/
greatwalks>
Phone 1300 130 372
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