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Julie, Gloria and David were the only members to turn up for the first nature walk of the year which started 
with a light mist and ended in sunshine. The sight of the mist rising off the creek at the bottom of Alan Rosser’s 

paddock was so beautiful it reminded us of why we live here – 
and why it’s worthwhile seeking out the backroads and lesser-
visited parts of our mountain where Nature offers so many 
delightful surprises. 

The variety of birdlife was disappointing but we were able to 
devote some time to watching bird behaviour. Especially 
interesting was the small group of brown thornbills, large-billed 
scrubwrens and white-browed scrubwrens that moved through a 
section of bush along the creek near St Bernard’s Hotel. It was 
very easy to see, with this particular group, just how these three 
types of birds are often seen together exploiting different levels 
of the canopy – brown thornbills at the higher level, large-billed 

scrubwrens at mid-level (in this case treefern fronds) and white-browed scrubwrens among the ferns, leaf litter 
and tree debris at ground level.

We parked at Rosser Park and first examined the Landcare 
plantings between that act as a buffer between the park and 
the small street behind, then walked down the street and up 
the lane to Fern Street, taking a close look at the hedgerows 
as we went. We then went down Fern Street to St Bernard’s, 
had a quick look along the creek and then meandered up the 
shady one-way street on the opposite side, before going 
through the gate to Ben Nevis street and the main road back 
to Rosser Park.

Interesting observations included:

• Baby Golden Orb spiders apparently adding to an adult net

• A “mystery” spider at Tastebuddies Cafe – very tiny, pale jade green with rust-coloured markings on the 
forehead and lower back. A long look at the excellent Australian spider photo index hasn’t revealed the 
identity of this spider; it looks a bit like the orb spider Eriophora circulissparsus but the rusty markings are 
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not all there in the photograph on the index; it also has a slight resemblance to one of the jumping spiders – 
but is probably not one of these. So it remains a mystery – and was too small to photograph, alas.

• Several encounters with a very vocal type of frog, both close to the creek in heavy scrub and later in a large 
puddle in open grass by a gateway – later identified by Julie as probably the Common Eastern Froglet (Crinia  
signifera).

• The way in which leaves on a young Flame Tree ( Brachychiton acerifolius) differ – from entire to shallowly 
but markedly three-lobed. Is there some advantage to the tree in this foliar diversity, we asked ourselves? Why 
does it occur with some tree species and not others? How has this apparent oddity evolved?

Besides the flowering brachychitons, most flowering activity was on the ground. 
Striving valiantly to make themselves noticed among the rampant weeds were carpets 
of the native violet (Viola hederaceae) and the rainforest lobelia (Lobelia  
trigonocaulis – see left pic). 

Summer is a good time to see rainforest plants in 
flower or bearing fruit – one of the most conspicuous 
fruiting small trees seen along the laneway between 
Rosser Park and Fern Street was Glochidion 
ferdinandi , commonly known as the Cheese Tree 

because it’s small, ribbed red fruits are rather like Dutch cheeses (see right 
pic). 

Bird List
Bar shouldered dove Brown thornbill Magpie

Brown pigeon White browed scrubwren Pied Currawong

Crimson rosella Large billed scrubwren Torresian crow

Sulphur crested cockatoo Lewins honeyeater Satin bowerbird

Rainbow lorikeet Noisy miner Willie wagtail

Kookaburra Whipbird Pacific black duck


