Tamborine M ountai n Natural History Association Bird Walk:
Pimpama Conservation Parkand Coomera Gravel Pits
Date: Saturdayl15t May 2010
Attendees: Jeff & Marg Eller, Dawn Hooper, Gail Molson,
Jill & John Whyman, David Sykes, Susan Cantrell,
Julie LakeGay & Ray Pople and RioBloss.
Walk Leaders: Marg & Jeff Eller
Report by: Marg Eller
Photographer: Gail Molson& Marg Eller

Our May bird walk was well attended by 9nembers and 2 visitors.
It was just the most perfect day for birding. Our first stop was Pimpama Conservation Park which has a varied
habitat including grassland, coastal eucalypt woodland, Swamp OdRgsuarina glauca)banksiaand paperbark
open forest, mangrove forest and shrubland, saltmarsh and marine flats, coastal sedgeland and more.

Some of the banksias and paperbarks as well as mistletoes were in flower which me#m honeyeaters were
well represented with 9 species seen including Noisy Friird, Little Wattlebird and Eastern Spinebill.

Two members spotted a Pallid Cuckoo. Rainbow Beaters were seen catching
insects and perching on the overhead wireand the Gey Fantails andStriated
Pardalotes were in good numbers.Well hidden inlong grass was a large family of
Brown Quail (at least 10) which flushed as we passed.




All 3 Fairy-Wrens were seen, thésuperb,Variegated and Reebacked. The male redbacked was magnificent
and while we were oohing and aahing over him, some females and a Tawny Grassbird joined him.

Goldenheaded Cisticolasvere also seen in the same area. Dawn spotted a beautiful green bird which had
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immature Rosecrowned Fruit-Dove. The mosquitoes and sandfliagere quite troublesome as we came closer
to the saltmarshes so some members moved on for morning tea while 4 of us loitered for a while and saw two
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pools. The frogs had black and white marbling on their bellies which at first suggested the Tusked Frog
Adelotus brevisThe female Tusked Frog lays her eggs in a floating foam nest. Frogs ofRkeudophryngenus
(broodfrogs or toadlets) also have the same marbling on their bellies and the eggs we saw fit that genus.

No positive identification has yet been established.
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After morning tea we walked along the dirt road to the mangroves and the river where we saw Striated Heron,
Rufous Fantail, Nistletoebird, an immature White-bellied SeaEagle, and heard a Mangrove Gerygone.

Several species of butterfly were seen throughout the morning.
Those identified were Meadow Argus, Wanderermnale Varied Eggflyand many Black Jezebels.




